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to more achievements from him in the years to 
come, and to our continued work creating a 
better future for our State of Michigan and our 
Nation. 
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REP. MORAN GUANTANAMO 
AMENDMENT TO HOMELAND SE-
CURITY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 5, 2013 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
Hours on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2217) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2014, and for other purposes: 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Chair, yester-
day I inadvertently voted NO on the Moran 
amendment (roll call 200) to H.R. 2217. I sup-
port the Moran amendment that would strike 
section (2) and insert ‘‘was transferred to the 
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, by the Department of Defense, 
after December 31, 2005.’’ I am a strong sup-
porter of President Obama’s commitment to 
close the prison camp at Guantánamo and 
halt all pending military commission trials. The 
infamous Guantanamo prison facility has 
made a mockery of America’s commitment to 
the rule of law, due process, and the rejection 
of torture as an acceptable interrogation tech-
nique. I will continue to work with my col-
leagues to repeal unnecessary restrictions on 
detainees and remove congressionally man-
dated bans which have made the facility hard-
er to close. Closing Guantanamo would send 
an important message around the world that 
the days of detaining persons indefinitely with-
out charge or due process are over. I look for-
ward to the day when we can finally shut the 
doors on this prison. I support the Moran 
amendment (roll call 200) and stand ready to 
support efforts to close Guantanamo. 
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TRIBUTE TO PUEBLO VETERANS 
RITUAL TEAM 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 6, 2013 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Pueblo Veterans Ritual Team of 
Pueblo, Colorado. Pueblo Veterans Ritual 
Team, founded in 1984, is a Veteran Service 
Organization dedicated to providing military 
honors to veterans. 

As one of the oldest Veterans Ritual Teams 
in the country, the Pueblo Veterans Ritual 
Team assists over two hundred of our nation’s 
service families every year. The group is com-
prised of former service men and women who 
continue to serve the community by providing 
military funeral services for many of the area’s 
fallen heroes. Pueblo Veterans Ritual Team 
supports disabled veterans, widows, and or-
phans of deceased veterans by comforting the 
families after the loss, entertaining service 
members while in the hospital, and providing 
any other assistance needed. Through their 

continual service in the community they have 
an immense impact as public ambassadors for 
veterans and the Armed Forces. 

The community of Pueblo, as the Home of 
Heroes, is in debt to the Pueblo Veterans Rit-
ual Team for their service in supporting the 
veteran community. Mr. Speaker, it is an 
honor to recognize Pueblo Veterans Ritual 
Team for their devotion to honoring America’s 
heroes as well as their service to our nation. 
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RECOGNIZING REVEREND EDWARD 
ARTHUR STERLING’S COMMIT-
MENT AND SERVICE TO THE 
GREATER TACOMA AREA OF 
WASHINGTON STATE 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 6, 2013 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Reverend Edward Arthur Sterling for 
his faithful and tireless service as a member of 
the United States Army and to his community. 
His work has touched many lives throughout 
the South Puget Sound Region of Washington 
State. 

Fr. Sterling joined the United States Army 
after he graduated from college in 1942. After 
12 years of continuous active duty service, he 
began his studies at the Episcopal Seminary 
of the Southwest. Upon completion, Fr. Ster-
ling was ordained June 16, 1958 and served 
a local Texas Congregation for a number of 
years. 

Fr. Sterling returned to the Army and contin-
ued his service to God and fellow soldiers. He 
dedicated an additional 16 years of service to 
the Army as a chaplain—serving throughout 
the world, including Germany, Vietnam and 
Korea. Fr. Sterling provided comfort, spiritual 
guidance and solace to soldiers in the most 
trying conditions. After a 28 years of active 
duty military service, Lieutenant Colonel Ster-
ling retired. 

Mr. Speaker, Fr. Sterling continued his life 
of service by dedicating himself to civilian pur-
suits and civic contributions in Tacoma, Wash-
ington. 

Since his retirement, Fr. Sterling has served 
in several congregations throughout South 
Puget Sound. Since 1986, he has been an As-
sociate Priest at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Tacoma; where he is a spiritual 
counselor, teacher, and friend to many. 

In 2008, he celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of his ordination. Surrounded by family, 
friends, and community members, letters of 
appreciation from several local and national 
elected officials were read aloud. The grand 
occasion included a service led by two 
Bishops from the Dioceses of Olympia. 

As I close, I can say with absolute con-
fidence that our community is a better place 
thank to the selfless service of people like 
Reverend Edward Arthur Sterling. He has 
dedicated his life to serve God and country. I 
am pleased to recognize that extraordinary 
service today in the United States Congress. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 6, 2013 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, during roll-
call No. 195 on the Polis Amendment to H.R. 
2217—Department of Homeland Security Ap-
propriations Act, 2014, the vote was incor-
rectly recorded as ‘‘yes.’’ I intended to vote 
‘‘no.’’ 

f 

OZARK BEACH DAM 100 YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 6, 2013 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Connell Insurance, the 2013 recipient 
of the Springfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce’s W. Curtis Strube Small Business 
Award. 

Connell Insurance is a full service, inde-
pendent insurance agency that was founded 
by Pat Connell in 1971. The launch of Connell 
Insurance came after Pat saw his father, Bob, 
lose his successful houseboat manufacturing 
business to a fire in the late sixties. This dis-
aster took an even worse turn with the insur-
ance difficulties that occurred after the fire. 
With this tragedy in mind and being an entre-
preneur by nature, as well as family tradition, 
Pat launched Connell Insurance Inc. to serve 
his community. 

Throughout the years, Connell Insurance 
garnered a reputation for excellence in serving 
the rapid growth of the hospitality industry in 
Branson. The growth of Branson was equally 
matched by the agency itself. It was this 
growth that spurred Pat’s brother, Tim, to join 
the agency in 1987. In 1995, Connell Insur-
ance became even more of a family affair 
when Pat’s son, Chad, joined the family busi-
ness. 

Connell Insurance is recognized within 
Southwest Missouri for its focus on commu-
nity, its unique service offerings, and its phi-
losophy of being a trusted partner and advisor 
to its clients. The agency’s forward-thinking 
enabled it to be among one of the first agen-
cies to go ‘‘paperless,’’ completing the transi-
tion nearly a decade ago. In fact, the agency 
is currently the only Ozarks Greenscore cer-
tified insurance agency in Southwest Missouri. 

Connell Insurance is the 2013 recipient of 
the Springfield Chamber of Commerce W. 
Curtis Strube Small Business Award. The W. 
Curtis Strube Small Business Award cele-
brates the importance of small business in the 
Springfield community and highlights the 
unique entrepreneurial spirit that flourishes 
here. 

I am honored to recognize Connell Insur-
ance and their 31 employees, and want to 
take this opportunity to acknowledge their hard 
work, innovation, business philosophy, and 
contributions to our community. 

On a personal note I would like to mention 
that not only is Pat a great businessman, he 
and his wife Patty were even better next door 
neighbors to my Mom and Dad for several 
years. 
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